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OCTOBER 9, 2012 - REGULAR MEETING 


The Board of County Commissioners, Walton County, Florida, held a regular meeting on 

Tuesday, October 9,2012 at 4:00 p.m., at the South Walton Courthouse Annex. 

The following Board members were present: Commissioner Scott Brannon, Chairman; 

Commissioner Kenneth Pridgen, Vice-Chair; Commissioner Larry Jones; Commissioner Sara 

Comander; and Commissioner Cecilia Jones. Ms. Toni Craig, County Attorney; Mr. Gerry 

Demers, Interim County Administrator; and Ms. Martha Ingle, Clerk of Courts, were also 

present. 

Commissioner C. Jones led the invocation followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to the 

American Flag. Chairman Brannon called the meeting to order. 

Mr. Gerry Demers, Interim County Administrator, presented the following changes to the 

agenda for approval: 

ADDITIONS: 

1. 	 County Attorney - Notice of scheduling an Executive Session in the matters of 
Suzanne Harris vs. Walton County Board of County Commissioners, Walton 
County Court Case No. 09-CA-800 and Suzanne Harris vs. Walton County Board 
of County Commissioners, Walton County Case No. ll-CA-I027 

Motion by Commissioner Comander, second by Commissioner C. Jones, to approve the 

changes to the agenda as presented. Ayes 5, Nays O. Brannon Aye, Pridgen Aye, L. Jones Aye, 

Comander Aye, C. Jones Aye. 

Motion by Commissioner Pridgen, second by Commissioner C. Jones, to approve the 

consent agenda as follows. Ayes 5, Nays O. Brannon Aye, Pridgen Aye, L. Jones Aye, Comander 

Aye, C. Jones Aye. 

1. 	 Approve Expenditure Approval List (EAL) 
General Fund $ 2,802,766.21 
County Transportation $ 190,021.25 
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SHIP $ 25,770.00 
Fine & Forfeiture $ 1,441,655.00 
Section 8 Housing $ 922.78 
Tourist Dev. Council $ 1,002,458.99 
N.W. Mosquito Control $ 957.27 
Recreation Plat Fee $ 5,411.35 
Solid Waste Enterprise $ 538,784.94 
Criminal Justice Ed Fund $ 50,000.00 
Bldg DeptlEnterp. Fund $ 95.14 
Inmate Canteen Fund $ 11,113.48 
Crime Prevention Trust $ 30,000.00 
Capital Projects Fund $ 910,347.25 

Totals 	 $ 7,010,303.66 

2. 	 Approve Minutes of September 24, 2012 Budget Hearing, September 25, 2012 
Workshop, September 25,2012 Regular Meeting and October 3, 2012 Continued 
Workshop 

3. 	 Approve Resolution (2012-62) declaring November 2012 as Pancreatic Cancer 
Awareness Month in Walton County 

4. 	 Approve Memorandum of Understanding between Enterprise Florida, Inc. and 
Walton County Economic Development Alliance 

5. 	 Approve Funding Agreement with the Walton County Economic Development 
Alliance for FY 2012-2013 

6. 	 Approve FY 2012-2013 Agreement with Liberty Fire District 
7. 	 Approve to advertise for FY 2012-2013 Actuarial Services for GASB 45 as 

requested by the Clerk's Office 
8. 	 Approve to designate $600 from District 1 Recreational Plat Fees for signs 
9. 	 Approve for Chairman to sign Letter of Support for Project Beer's re-certification 

application 
10. Approve 	 a Resolution (2012-64) to amend the 2011-2012 budget for 

unanticipated excess Tourist Development Tax ($879,020) 

Commissioner Comander requested that Ms. Scarlett Phaneuf provide an accounting of 

last years' budget for the EDA and a list of projects they are currently working on. 

Ms. Martha Ingle, Clerk of Court, provided clarity to the statement read aloud by 

Commissioner Comander at the September 25th meeting regarding the IT Department and the 

BCC records management. She stated that the IT Department does fall under the Clerk of Court 

due to the confidentiality of the court records and the Board does have their own records 

management pursuant to Resolution 2010-25. 
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Mr. Patrick F. Coleman, Deputy to the Federal on Shore Coordinator Deep Water 

Horizon Response Gulf Coast Incident Management Team, provided a report and material to 

review from the Coast Guard regarding active shoreline segments in Walton County regarding 

the Deep Water Horizon status. 

Ms. Susan Foresight asked Mr. Coleman to discuss the budget. Mr. Coleman explained 

the budget and the collection point to fund federal pollution response. There is a cap of how 

much can be spent on any singular oil spill occurrence. The cap is currently set at $1 billion. 

Briefdiscussion ensued regarding the budget and impact to communities. 

Mr. Demers requested to approve an Interlocal Agreement and adopt a Resolution (2012

63) for the RESTORE Act establishing a Gulf Consortium. 

Motion by Commissioner Comander, second by Commissioner C. Jones, to approve the 

Interlocal Agreement and adopt Resolution (2012-63) as presented to establish a Gulf 

Consortium. 

Commissioner L. Jones recommended notifying the consortium of their concerns as well. 

Commissioner Comander amended her motion to include submitting the concerns to the 

consortium, second by Commissioner C. Jones. Ayes 5, Nays O. Brannon Aye, Pridgen Aye, L. 

Jones Aye, Comander Aye, C. Jones Aye. 

Mr. Demers requested to appoint an alternate representative (director) to serve on the 

Gulf Consortium in the event that the primary representative cannot attend. 

Commissioner Comander suggested appointing another Commissioner as the alternate 

representative. 

3 
October 9, 2012 - Regular Meeting 
Prepared by: Tina Earley 



Chairman Brannon questioned if the requirement is to appoint a Commissioner. Mr. 

Demers answered that the DOR agreement does not require a Commissioner as the alternate 

representative. 

Brief discussion ensued regarding the need to appoint a newly elected Commissioner and 

the ability to change the appointed alternate representative at a later time. 

Motion by Commissioner L. Jones, second by Commissioner C. Jones, to appoint 

Commissioner Pridgen as the alternate representative to serve on the Gulf Consortium. Ayes 5, 

Nays O. Brannon Aye, Pridgen Aye, L. Jones Aye, Comander Aye, C. Jones Aye. 

Mr. Demers requested to establish structure of a Local RESTORE Council (LRC). He 

provided options to review and discussed the process to begin accepting applications for those 

members wishing to serve on the LRC. 

Discussion ensued regarding the council appointee requirements. 

Ms. Mary Neilson suggested clearly defining the purpose of the LRC, their authority, and 

who it would report to. Mr. Demers clarified that the council would only provide 

recommendations to the Board, then the Board would decide the final approval/denial of the 

projects. 

The Board agreed to move forward with accepting applications to the LRC for review. 

Mr. Demers discussed the need to have an Administrative Coordinator "Staff' position to 

work on the entire RESTORE Act process. 

Commissioner Comander stated that option needs to be explored and the Administrative 

Coordinator could help with other projects too, such as Legislative items. 
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Commissioner L. Jones stated that they need to double the lobbying efforts to ensure that 

the legislation will stay as written and intact for the RESTORE Act. He suggested that each 

Commissioner take a lead on the five different components to ensure each aspect is addressed. 

Attorney Clay Adkinson briefly discussed the BP negotiations and settlement process. 

After brief discussion regarding the importance of hiring an Administrative Coordinator 

the Board directed staff to draft a job description, salary, and identify funds for the position and 

bring the information back to the next meeting for review. 

Mr. Demers announced the next RESTORE Act meeting will be held on October 22, 

2012 in Tallahassee at 1 :00 p.m. at the City Hall. 

Attorney Toni Craig, County Attorney, announced that an Executive Session will be held 

on October 23, 2012 at 8:00 a.m. in DeFuniak Springs to discuss the following cases: Suzanne 

Harris vs. Walton County Board of County Commissioners, Walton County Court Case No. 09

CA-800 and Suzanne Harris vs. Walton County Board of County Commissioner, Walton County 

Case No. ll-CA-1027. 

Mr. Dave Sell, Tourist Development Counsel, presented the Design and Engineering 

Services for identified additional beach access parking on Walton Dunes, Santa Clara Phase II, 

and Montego Avenue from Preble-Rish, Inc. He requested approval to move forward with the 

work orders for a total amount of $153, 1 00. 

Mr. Demers stated that these are existing right-of-ways that are currently owned by the 

county. Commissioner L. Jones clarified that no additional property will be acquired. Mr. Sell 

confirmed. 
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Motion by Commissioner L. Jones, second by Commissioner Pridgen, to approve the 

request as presented. Ayes 5, Nays O. Brannon Aye, Pridgen Aye, L. Jones Aye, Comander Aye, 

C. Jones Aye. 

Mr. Tom Helderly expressed concern with the location of the Montego property and 

legality of the improvements. 

Chairman Brannon directed Mr. Helderly to meet with Mr. Sell to address his concerns 

regarding the Montego property as the public process begins. 

Motion by Commissioner C. Jones, second by Commissioner L. Jones, to appoint Mr. 

Gerald Burwell to the Design Review Board. Ayes 5, Nays O. Brannon Aye, Pridgen Aye, L. 

Jones Aye, Comander Aye, C. Jones Aye. 

Commissioners Comander, Pridgen, L. Jones, and Brannon had no items to present. 

Chairman Brannon asked for public comment. 

Mr. David Kramer expressed appreciation to Commissioners L. Jones and Brannon for 

their years of service to the County. He urged the Board to review the Recreation Fees and 

Preservation Fees Ordinances data before approval during the public hearings. 

The meeting recessed at 5 :08 p.m. and reconvened at 5 :24 p.m. 

Mr. Wayne Dyess, Planning and Development Services Director, requested to continue 

the Sugar Sand Lane Plat to the November 13,2012 meeting at 5:00 p.m. 

Motion by Commissioner L. Jones, second by Commissioner Comander, to continue the 

Sugar Sand Lane Plat to November 13th as requested. Ayes 5, Nays O. Brannon Aye, Pridgen 

Aye, L. Jones Aye, Comander Aye, C. Jones Aye. 

Mr. Dyess requested to continue the Park Avenue West PUD to the November 13,2012 

meeting at 5 :00 p.m. 
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Motion by Commissioner Pridgen, second by Commissioner C. Jones, to continue the 

Park Avenue West PUD to November 13th as requested. Ayes 5, Nays O. Brannon Aye, Pridgen 

Aye, L. Jones Aye, Comander Aye, C. Jones Aye. 

Mr. Mac Carpenter, Planning Department, requested approval of the Recreation Fees 

Ordinance amending Walton County Land Development Code Section 11.03.03 to modify 

procedure for valuing platted land for the purpose of calculating recreation impact fees for 

subdivisions. He stated that there were no percentage changes made in the Ordinance. 

Commissioner Elect Cindy Meadows expressed concern with collecting less money for 

Recreation Fees. 

Commissioner L. Jones explained that the change would provide more accurate 

evaluations by utilizing the Property Appraiser numbers rather than having the developer spend 

money for an appraisal. 

Commissioner C. Jones exited the meeting at 5:30 p.m. 

Discussion ensued regarding the use of the Property Appraiser evaluations. 

Ms. Neilson urged the Board to continue the request until both options can be reviewed. 

Commissioner L. Jones suggested reviewing past transactions for comparison before 

moving forward with the request. 

Motion by Commissioner L. Jones, second by Commissioner Pridgen, to continue the 

Recreation Fees Ordinance amendment to November 13, 2012 at 5:00 p.m. Ayes 4, Nays O. 

Brannon Aye, Pridgen Aye, L. Jones Aye, Comander Aye. 

Chairman Brannon called to order the public hearing to consider adopting a Preservation 

Fees Ordinance amending the Walton County Land Development Code Section 4.06.02 to 
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modify a procedure for valuing land area for the purpose of calculating preservation buyout fees 

for subdivisions. 

Chairman Brannon asked for public comment. 

There was no public comment. 

Motion by Commissioner L. Jones, second by Commissioner Pridgen, to continue the 

Preservation Fees Ordinance amendment to November 13, 2012 at 5:00 p.m. Ayes 4, Nays O. 

Brannon Aye, Pridgen Aye, L. Jones Aye, Comander Aye. 

Mr. Carpenter requested approval of LSA 12-01.01, Ordinance (2012-23), to amend the 

Walton County Comprehensive Plan Future Land Use Element Policy L-1.4.4 Neighborhood 

Commercial, to modify the location criteria for new Neighborhood Commercial future land use 

map designations to allow new designations in the Route 30A Scenic Corridor on DeFuniak 

Street in Grayton Beach south ofCR 30A and north of Pine Street. 

Chairman Brannon asked for public comment. 

There was no public comment. 

Motion by Commissioner Comander, second by Commissioner Pridgen, to adopt 

Ordinance (2012-23) for LSA 12-01.01 to amend the Walton County Comprehensive Plan 

Future Land Use Element Policy L-1.4.4 Neighborhood Commercial as presented. Ayes 4, Nays 

O. Brannon Aye, Pridgen Aye, L. Jones Aye, Comander Aye. 

Mr. Carpenter requested approval of LSA 12-01.04, Ordinance (2012-24), to amend the 

Walton County Comprehensive Plan Future Land Use Element Policy L-1.4.l0 Light Industrial, 

to modify the location criteria for new Light Industrial future land use map designations to 

include a requirement to establish compatibility through a compatibility analysis and to remove 
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the requirement that they be located on a major collector or arterial roadway with immediate 

access to the regional roadway network. 

Chairman Brannon asked for public comment. 

There was no public comment. 

Motion by Commissioner Pridgen, second by Commissioner Comander, to adopt 

Ordinance (2012-24) for LSA 12-01.04 to amend the Walton County Comprehensive Plan 

Future Land Use Element Policy L-1.4.l 0 Light Industrial. Ayes 4, Nays O. Brannon Aye, 

Pridgen Aye, L. Jones Aye, Comander Aye. 

The Quasi Judicial hearing was called to order and Attorney Craig administered the oath 

to those intending on speaking. 

Mr. Jason Bryan, Planning Department, requested approval of the WRM Ventures Plat 

application submitted by WRM Ventures, LLC for the Blue Mountain Beach Industrial Park 

consisting of a seven unit commercial subdivision on 9.92 acres with a future land use of Light 

Industrial. The project is located approximately 0.25 miles north of Hwy 98 and Old Blue 

Mountain Road. 

Mr. Cliff Knauer, Preble-Rish, Inc., was present to address any concerns. 

Chairman Brannon asked for public comment. 

There was no public comment. 

Motion by Commissioner Pridgen, second by Commissioner Comander, to approve the 

WRM Ventures Plat application for the Blue Mountain Beach Industrial Park as presented. Ayes 

4, Nays O. Brannon Aye, Pridgen Aye, L. Jones Aye, Comander Aye. (Exhibits: Staff 1) 

Mr. Bryan requested approval of the Rosemary Bluff FKA Villas at Inlet Beach Re-Plat 

application submitted by Emerald Coast Associates, Inc., to re-plat 10 of the existing lots to 8 
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lots and the common area of Villas at Inlet Beach on approximately 2.1 +/- acres with a future 

land use of NP Alinfill. The project is located south of Winston Lane on the Gulf of Mexico. He 

requested to approve the conditions for landscaping and provide documentation that lots 2 and 12 

are eliminated from the plat. 

Mr. Darrell Burgiss, Emerald Coast Associates, Inc., clarified that lots 2 and 12 are not 

structured to be part of the subdivision plat because their lot boundaries are not changing. He 

briefly discussed the intent to lower the amount of lots. 

Chairman Brannon asked for public comment. 

There was no public comment. 

Motion by Commissioner Pridgen, second by Commissioner L. Jones, to approve the 

Rosemary Bluff FKA Villas at Inlet Beach Re-Plat as presented. Ayes 4, Nays O. Brannon Aye, 

Pridgen Aye, L. Jones Aye, Comander Aye. (Exhibits: Staff 1; Ex Parte: Comander) 

Mr. Bryan requested approval of the Sunset Villas Re-plat application submitted by Gulf 

Coast Community Bank to re-plat a 5 unit townhome subdivision to 2 single family lots on 0.458 

+/- acres with a future land use of Residential Preservation. The project is located north of CR 

30A, south ofthe intersection of CR 30A and Camp Creek North 83. 

Chairman Brannon asked for public comment. 

There was no public comment. 

Motion by Commissioner Pridgen, second by Commissioner Comander, to approve the 

Sunset Villas Re-plat as presented. Ayes 4, Nays O. Brannon Aye, Pridgen Aye, L. Jones Aye, 

Comander Aye. (Exhibits: Staff 1; Ex Parte: Comander) 

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 5:57 p.m. 

APPROVED __________________ 
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ATTEST ~~,-~~ 
Martha Ingle, Clerk of Courts 
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