
SEPTEMBER 25,2012 - REGULAR MEETING 


The Board of County Commissioners, Walton County, Florida, held a regular meeting on 

Tuesday, September 25, 2012, at 9:10 a.m., at the Walton County Courthouse in DeFuniak 

Springs. 

The following Board members were present: Commissioner Scott Brannon, Chairman; 

Commissioner Kenneth Pridgen, Vice-Chair; Commissioner Larry Jones; Commissioner Sara 

Comander; and Commissioner Cecilia Jones. Ms. Toni Craig, County Attorney; Mr. Gerry 

Demers, Interim County Administrator; Ms. Dede Hinote, Interim Assistant County 

Administrator; and Ms. Martha Ingle, Clerk of Courts, were also present. 

Commissioner C. Jones led the invocation followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to the 

American Flag. Chairman Brannon called the meeting to order. 

Mr. Gerry Demers, Interim County Administrator, presented the following changes to the 

agenda for approval: 

ADDITIONS 

1. 	 Consent Agenda Item 12 - Designate $80,000 of District 5 Recreational Plat Fees 
for Helen McCall Park 

2. 	 Consent Agenda Item 13 - Designate $60,000 of District 5 Recreational Plat Fees 
for Padgett Park 

3. 	 Consent Agenda Item 14 - Approve the set-up of operations for newly elected 
Commissioner Bill Imfeld for his District 3 Office in the amount of approximately 
$26,268 

4. 	 Consent Agenda Item 15 - Donate three surplused computers to the Friendship 
House 

5. 	 Commissioner C. Jones - Permission to seek grant funding for a motorized bike 
path 

DELETIONS: 

1. 	 Administration Item 3a - Accounting and Retention Agreement with BlueCross 
and BlueShield 
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Motion by Commissioner Pridgen, second by Commissioner C. Jones, to approve the 

changes to the agenda as presented. Ayes 5, Nays O. Brannon Aye, Pridgen Aye, L. Jones Aye, 

Comander Aye, C. Jones Aye. 

Motion by Commissioner Comander, second by Commissioner C. Jones, to approve the 

consent agenda as follows. Ayes 5, Nays O. Brannon Aye, Pridgen Aye, L. Jones Aye, Comander 

Aye, C. Jones Aye. 

1. 	 Approve Expenditure Approval List (EAL) 

General Fund $ 386,620.52 

County Transportation $ 656,261.96 

SHIP $ 28,000.00 

Fine &Forfeiture $ 10,882.00 

Section 8 Housing $ 148,069.42 

Tourist Dev. Council $ 327,722.32 

N.W. Mosquito Control $ 6,364.02 
Recreation Plat Fee $ 77,024.95 
Tax Deed Surplus Trust $ 11,399.51 
Public Safety- 911 $ 11,342.05 
Solid Waste Enterprise $ 8,537.43 
Bldg DeptlEnterp. Fund $ 951.33 
Inmate Canteen Fund $ 10,055.70 
Driftwood Debt Service $ 75,000,000.00 
Capital Projects Fund $ 78.84 

Totals 	 $ 76,683,310.05 

2. 	 Approve Minutes of September 11, 2012 Regular Meeting, September 10, 2012 
Budget Hearing, and September 13,2012 Workshop 

3. 	 Approve the 2013 Small County Road Assistance Program (SCRAP) Agreement 
for the widening and resurfacing of CR 3280 from Magnolia Lodge Road to SR 
20 Resolution (2012-60) 

4. 	 Approve the 2013 Small County Outreach Program (SCOP) Agreement for the 
widening and resurfacing of CR 183 from SR 81 to Knox Hill Road - Resolution 
(2012-59) 

5. 	 Approve the Walton-DeFuniak State Aid to Libraries Grant Application and 
2013-2018 Long Range Plan 

6. 	 Approve the 2012-2016 Regional Workforce Board Strategic and Operating Plan 
as per the Interlocal Agreement with Okaloosa County 

7. 	 Authorize the Value Adjustment Board and the Property Appraiser to make a first 
certification and extension of the 2012 tax roll prior to completion of the V AB 
Hearings 
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8. 	 Approve a Resolution (2012-58) amending the budget for fiscal year 2011-2012 
to account for unanticipated grant revenue for the Supervisor of Elections Office 
($3,494) 

9. 	 Approve a Resolution (2012-57) amending the budget in the Debt Service fund 
for unanticipated revenues from the Sales Surtax Revenue Notes Series 2012-A 
and 2012-B for the purpose of the 331 bridge construction ($75,195,000) 

10. Approve to transfer $25,275 from the Contingency funds to complete the funding 
for the CDBG Dixie RV Project 

11. Allow Heather Dingman, newly hired Senior Planner, to participate in the ICMA 
Retirement Corporation Governmental Money Purchase Plan due to her 
ineligibility to contribute in the Florida Retirement System 

12. Designate $80,000 of District 5 Recreational Plat Fees for Helen McCall Park 
13. Designate $60,000 ofDistrict 5 Recreational Plat Fees for Padgett Park 
14. Approve the set-up of operations for newly elected Commissioner Bill lmfeld for 

his District 3 Office in the amount ofapproximately $26,268 
15. Donate three surplused computers to the Friendship House 

Ms. Holly Holt, Walton County Health Department, requested approval of the 2012-2013 

core contract between Walton County Board of Commissioners and the State of Florida 

Department of Health for operation of the Walton County Health Department. 

Motion by Commissioner C. Jones, second by Commissioner Pridgen, to approve the 

2012-2013 core contract with the State of Florida Department of Health for operation of the 

Walton County Health Department as presented. Ayes 5, Nays O. Brannon Aye, Pridgen Aye, L. 

Jones Aye, Comander Aye, C. Jones Aye. 

Ms. Holt requested approval of Resolution (2012-61) for the 2012-2013 Health 

Department Services Fee Scale as presented. 

Motion by Commissioner Pridgen, second by Commissioner C. Jones, to adopt 

Resolution (2012-61) for the 2012-2013 Health Department Services Fee Scale as presented. 

Ayes 5, Nays O. Brannon Aye, Pridgen Aye, L. Jones Aye, Comander Aye, C. Jones Aye. 

Ms. Holt requested approval to remove surplus/damaged property from the Walton 

County Health Department inventory. 

3 
September 25,2012 - Regular Meeting 
Prepared by: Tina Earley 



Motion by Commissioner Comander, second by Commissioner Pridgen, to approve the 

removal of surplus/damaged property from the Walton County Health Department as requested. 

Ayes 5, Nays O. Brannon Aye, Pridgen Aye, L. Jones Aye, Comander Aye, C. Jones Aye. 

Commissioner Comander questioned the progress of the Dental Clinic. Ms. Holt 

answered that they are making progress and building on the general clinic and primary care 

clinic with newly awarded grant funds. 

Mr. Demers requested approval for the Clerk of Court to collect on the Windsor Estates 

Letter of Credit, for the amount of $53,588.15, if an extension has not been received prior to the 

September 30, 2012 expiration date. 

Brief discussion ensued regarding the need to develop policies and procedures for the 

collection of Letters ofCredit and clarification of the county responsibilities. 

Motion by Commissioner L. Jones, second by Commissioner C. Jones, to approve 

collection on the Windsor Estate Letter of Credit as requested and find a solution to hold the 

developer responsible for future collections. 

Mr. Greg Graham, Public Works Department, stated that other counties have a policy in 

place that require more thorough inspection process for infrastructure before the development is 

platted, which results in zero liability for the county. 

Ayes 5, Nays O. Brannon Aye, Pridgen Aye, L. Jones Aye, Comander Aye, C. Jones Aye. 

The request to approve the Accounting and Retention Agreement with BlueCross and 

BlueShield of Florida, Inc. was removed from the agenda. 

Mr. Demers requested approval of the Interlocal Agreement with the City of DeFuniak 

Springs for Building Department Services to issue permits and inspections. This is similar to the 

service provided for the City of Freeport. 
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Motion by Commissioner Pridgen, second by Commissioner Comander, to approve the 

Interlocal Agreement with the City of DeFuniak Springs for Building Department Services. Ayes 

5, Nays O. Brannon Aye, Pridgen Aye, L. Jones Aye, Comander Aye, C. Jones Aye. 

Mr. Demers requested permission to allow Administration to negotiate the transfer of 

Human Resource (HR) functions to the Clerk of Courts and advertise for a public hearing to 

consider a resolution amending the budget. He presented information for the current budget 

provided for HR services and how it would be split and retained. This would save approximately 

$24,730. 

Commissioner Comander read the following statement into the record: First, I would like 

to thank Miss Martha, Alex Alford, and the Clerk's HR department for being willing to help the 

BCC. On at least one occasion we have transferred a department to another constitutional officer 

rather than dealing with the underlying problem. We do not do our own IT and records 

management. Granted, Alex and his department do an outstanding job, but should we expect 

them to take on these responsibilities? I am concerned that we are not focusing on our 

organization as a whole and our employees. Our workforce is the most essential element to our 

future success. Our HR department should be the champion of our employees. If we do not have 

proper leadership, then we need to focus on correcting that and on hiring a true HR professionaL 

We need to focus on what Walton County government can be and not what the current state of 

HR is. We need to have an increased focus on the growth and development of our employees. 

Our HR department should take the leadership role in helping train and equip our employees and 

help develop their talents so we can have a more successful organization. It is our responsibility 

as the leaders of this county to focus on accountability from those we have put in leadership 

positions. Passing the buck to another constitutional officer is not doing our job. I totally support 
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hiring a qualified HR director and a highly motivated and qualified county administrator and 

then hold them accountable. I believe we should take the time to consider all of the ramifications 

of this before we make any decisions. Or maybe we should ask for help from the Clerk's HR 

director, and compensate the Clerk for her time, until we get a new County Administrator on 

board. 

Commissioner Elect Bill Imfeld expressed concern with the urgency and the lack of 

notification during the budget process. 

Mr. Demers explained the urgency due to the lack ofan HR Manager. 

Commissioner Elect Cindy Meadows agreed and stated that the new Board members 

need to be involved in such large decisions. 

Motion by Commissioner C. Jones, second by Commissioner Comander, to wait until the 

new Board members are active before making a decision and bring the issue back at a later time 

for consideration. Ayes 5, Nays O. Brannon Aye, Pridgen Aye, L. Jones Aye, Comander Aye, C. 

Jones Aye. 

Mr. Demers requested clarification on whether to continue moving forward with hiring 

an HR manager at this time. The Board concurred that they should continue to move forward 

with the hiring process. 

Mr. Demers announced that the request to approve the Gulf Coast Consortium Interlocal 

Agreement will be continued to a workshop on October 3, 2012 to discuss the concerns 

mentioned at the September 25,2012 workshop on the RESTORE Act. 

Ms. Dawn Moliterno, Tourist Development Council Executive Director, requested 

approval of the addendum to the Southwest Airlines Agreement to reduce the IDC's financial 

obligation and explore the opportunity to contribute the remaining 50% of the Yz cent towards 
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another low cost carrier. She explained the process and discussed the current agreement and 

addendum which would terminate the agreement with Southwest Airlines due to breach of the 

contract dated November 18,2009. 

Brief discussion ensued regarding the airline challenges. 

Commissioner L. Jones suggested reviewing a detailed plan to see how the funds will be 

spent before approving the request. 

Motion by Commissioner Comander, second by Commissioner Pridgen, to approve the 

addendum to the Southwest Airlines Agreement as presented and provide a report in the near 

future detailing how the funds will be used. Ayes 5, Nays O. Brannon Aye, Pridgen Aye, L. Jones 

Aye, Comander Aye, C. Jones Aye. 

Ms. Molitemo requested approval of the Land Acquisition Patent applications of Dune 

Allen, One Seagrove Place, Phillips Inlet, and Walton Dunes from the Bureau of Land 

Management. These properties are currently leased and have been determined a public need. 

Discussion ensued regarding the acquisition of land ordinance criteria and the procedures 

for acquiring the land. 

Motion by Commissioner L. Jones, second by Commissioner Comander, to comply with 

the first step of the acquisition of land ordinance to determine the public need for the property. 

Ayes 5, Nays O. Brannon Aye, Pridgen Aye, L. Jones Aye, Comander Aye, C. Jones Aye. 

Motion by Commissioner L. Jones, second by Commissioner Pridgen, to approve step 

two of the acquisition of land ordinance to determine the value and accept the report of 

environmental assessment and to begin the next step of the process. Ayes 5, Nays O. Brannon 

Aye, Pridgen Aye, L. Jones Aye, Comander Aye, C. Jones Aye. 
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Commissioner L. Jones clarified that the last step of the acquisition of land ordinance is 

to move forward with negotiations and bring a recommendation back to the Board for 

consideration. Ms. Moliterno and County Attorney Craig confirmed. 

Ms. Moliterno requested to approve the rollover encumbrance for anticipated 

expenditures of approved capital projects from unanticipated revenue for FY 2011-12 to move 

forward with the beach parking facility improvements. 

Motion by Commissioner Pridgen, second by Commissioner C. Jones, to approve the 

rollover encumbrance for anticipated expenditures of approved capital projects from 

unanticipated revenue for FY 2011-12 as requested. Ayes 5, Nays O. Brannon Aye, Pridgen Aye, 

L. Jones Aye, Comander Aye, C. Jones Aye. 

Ms. Moliterno requested approval of the recommendation provided by the TDC Advisory 

Council for the Life Guard Services Contract, for the amount of $765,000, with South Walton 

Fire District for nine lifeguard stations. South Walton Fire District was ranked the highest out of 

the seven proposals submitted. She discussed the expenditures and concerns that were addressed, 

and felt that South Walton Fire District can provide the service adequately. 

Motion by Commissioner Pridgen, second by Commissioner C. Jones, to approve the 

Life Guard Services Contract with South Walton Fire District as requested. 

Commissioner L. Jones questioned the process taken. Ms. Moliterno provided clarity to 

the entire process. Commissioner Comander explained that the South Walton Fire District is 

certified to rescue in surf, which is a very important factor. 

Ayes 5, Nays O. Brannon Aye, Pridgen Aye, L. Jones Aye, Comander Aye, C. Jones Aye. 
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Ms. Moliterno requested approval of the recommendation to designate Gulf Place as a 

beach neighborhood based on the approved standard operating procedures allowing TDC to 

market the destination. 

Motion by Commissioner Pridgen, second by Commissioner Comander, to approve 

designating Gulf Place as a beach neighborhood as requested. Ayes 5, Nays O. Brannon Aye, 

Pridgen Aye, L. Jones Aye, Comander Aye, C. Jones Aye. 

Ms. Moliterno presented an update on the following: the annual TDC Advisory Meeting 

will be held October 16th at the Hilton in Sandestin, and reiterated that all TDC documents are 

provided online for public access to view. 

Attorney Craig requested approval of the release of lien for the Walton County SHIP 

Mortgage against Deborah Ard and the real property located at 39 Turner Street, Laurel Hill, 

Florida, for the amount of $10,000. The property went into foreclosure and is now in a short sale. 

Motion by Commissioner Pridgen, second by Commissioner Comander, to approve the 

release of lien for the Walton County SHIP Mortgage, for the amount of $10,000, against 

Deborah Ard as requested. Ayes 5, Nays O. Brannon Aye, Pridgen Aye, L. Jones Aye, Comander 

Aye, C. Jones Aye. 

Chairman Brannon called to order the public hearing to consider an Ordinance (2012-22) 

amending Ordinance 2012-03 regarding the Charter County and Regional Transportation System 

Surtax (331 Bridge). 

Mr. Demers stated that the amended Ordinance addresses notification to the Department 

of Revenue. 

Chairman Brannon asked for public comment. 
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There was no public comment. 

Motion by Commissioner L. Jones, second by Commissioner C. Jones, to adopt 

Ordinance (2012-22) as presented amending Ordinance 2012-03 regarding the Charter County 

and Regional Transportation System Surtax (331 Bridge). Ayes 5, Nays O. Brannon Aye, Pridgen 

Aye, L. Jones Aye, Comander Aye, C. Jones Aye. 

Commissioner C. Jones asked Mr. Cliff Knauer, Preble-Rish, Inc., to provide an update 

on a low speed motorized bike path grant. Mr. Knauer discussed the recreation trails program by 

the Department of Environmental Protection to apply for a multi-use trail that would be 

designated for motorized vehicles. The path would connect Grayton Beach to Blue Mountain 

Beach which is an area that does not allow any low speed vehicles due to Hwy 30A. He stated 

that they have been working on conceptual drawings and cost estimates in the event the grant is 

awarded. 

Motion by Commissioner C. Jones, second by Commissioner Comander, to allow Mr. 

Knauer and Ms. Angie Biddle to apply for the FDEP grant funding for a low speed motorized 

recreational path connecting Grayton and Blue Mountain Beach. 

Commissioner Elect Cindy Meadows expressed concerns with the low speed vehicles 

after they get off the path and commuting on the highway. Mr. Knauer provided clarification 

stating that the other roads in the area do support low speed vehicles, but Hwy 30A does not. The 

trail would connect Grayton Beach and Blue Mountain Beach which would keep the vehicles off 

ofHwy30A. 

Ayes 5, Nays O. Brannon Aye, Pridgen Aye, L. Jones Aye, Comander Aye, C. Jones Aye. 

Attorney Craig stated that in the future other options may need to be explored for low 

speed regulation vehicles. 
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Commissioner Comander discussed signage violations on Hwy 98. Mr. Wayne Dyess, 

Planning and Development Director, explained that the issuance of Code Enforcement citations 

could be helpful and agreed that the issue needs to be addressed. 

Commissioners Pridgen and L. Jones had no items to present. 

Chairman Brannon removed the request to discuss the Planning Commission Appointee 

from the agenda. 

Chairman Brannon asked for public comment. 

Mr. Alan Osborne urged the Board to suspend building permits. 

Mr. David Stanley, Ocean Quest LLC, discussed the Code Enforcement fine at 441 

Peachtree Circle and requested to forgive the remaining fines due to property improvements. 

Motion by Commissioner L. Jones, second by Commissioner Pridgen, to forgive the 

remaining Code Enforcement fines contingent upon approval by the Code Enforcement Board as 

requested. Ayes 5, Nays O. Brannon Aye, Pridgen Aye, L. Jones Aye, Comander Aye, C. Jones 

Aye. 

Ms. Phyllis Cumby requested assistance in preventing trespassing on her property and 

renaming the road. 

Commissioner Comander directed Ms. Cumby to contact Commissioner L. Jones office 

to assist her in the request. 

Mr. Demers announced that the workshop to further discuss the RESTORE Act will be 

held on Wednesday, October 3, 2012 at 9:00 a.m., in DeFuniak Springs. 

Motion by Commissioner Pridgen, second by Commissioner C. Jones, to continue the 

RESTORE Act workshop to Wednesday, October 3, 2012 at 9:00 a.m., in DeFuniak Springs. 

Ayes 5, Nays O. Brannon Aye, Pridgen Aye, L. Jones Aye, Comander Aye, C. Jones Aye. 
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There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 10:32 a.m. 

ATTEST '111~~~~ 
Martha Ingle, Clerk of Courts 
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