
FEBRUARY 28,2012 - REGULAR MEETING 

The Board of County Commissioners, Walton County, Florida, reconvened for the 

regular meeting on Tuesday, February 28, 2012, at 9:00 a.m., following the special meeting at 

the Walton County Courthouse in DeFuniak Springs. 

The following Board members were present: Commissioner Scott Brannon, Chairman; 

Commissioner Kenneth Pridgen, Vice-Chair; Commissioner Sara Comander; and Commissioner 

Cecilia Jones. Mr. Greg Kisela, County Administrator; Mr. Gerry Demers, Assistant County 

Administrator; Ms. Toni Craig, County Attorney; and Ms. Martha Ingle, Clerk of Courts, were 

also present. 

Chairman Brannon called the meeting to order. 

Mr. Greg Kisela, County Administrator, presented the following additions and deletions 

to the agenda for approval: 

ADDITIONS: 

1. Consent Agenda Item 3 - Approve Minutes of February 22,20 12 Special Meeting 
2. Sheriffs Office Accreditation 
3. Tourist Development Counsel Item 2 - South Walton Turtle Watch Amendment 

No. 1 
4. Commissioner Cecilia Jones - Grayton Beach Homeowner's Association request 

ANNOUCEMENTS: 

1. Regional Utilities rescheduled their public hearing from March 1 3 ' ~  to March 22" 
2. Cancel the Executive Session to be held after the February 28, 2012 regular 

meeting due to notice deficiencies and reschedule for March 13" 

Motion by Commissioner Comander, second by Commissioner C. Jones, to approve the 

additions to the agenda as presented. Ayes 4, Nays 0. Brannon Aye, Pridgen Aye, Comander 

Aye, C. Jones Aye. 
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Motion by Commissioner Pridgen, second by Commissioner C. Jones, to approve the 

consent agenda as follows. Ayes 4, Nays 0. Brannon Aye, Pridgen Aye, Comander Aye, C. Jones 

Aye. 

1. Approve Expenditure Approval List (EAL) 
General Fund $ 594,536.48 
County Transportation $ 728,687.83 
Mosq. Control State $ 2,254.01 
Section 8 Housing $ 138,673.30 
Tourist Dev. Council $ 216,353.60 
N.W. Mosquito Control $ 327.3 1 
Recreation Plat Fee $ 67,167.40 
Solid Waste Enterprise $ 63,543.64 
Bldg DeptlEnterp. Fund $ 1,041.01 
Inmate Canteen Fund $ 10,050.18 
Capital Projects Fund $ 10,223.84 
Totals $ 1,832,858.60 

2. Approve Minutes of February 14,2012 Regular Meeting 
3. Approve Minutes of February 22,20 12 Special Meeting 
4. Request approval for Investment Report Quarter ended December 3 1,201 1 
5. Request approval to surplus several items from the Department of Corrections and 

several items from the Walton County Landfill Department 
6. Approve Amendment #1 to the DEP Small County Consolidated Solid Waste 

Grant Agreement #233SC 
7. Approve Resolution (2012-10) to amend 20 1 1-201 2 budget for the Fine and 

Forfeiture Fund for Unanticipated Auto Insurance Claims 
8. Approve Resolution (2012-11) to amend 20 1 1-20 12 budget for the Fine and 

Forfeiture Fund for Unanticipated Auction proceeds 
9. Approve Resolution (2012-12) to amend the budget to roll forward revenues and 

expenditures for grants from FY 20 1 1 into FY 20 12 

Sheriff Mike Adkinson recognized the achievement of state accreditation for the Sheriffs 

Department. 

Mr. Kisela requested approval to renew the Disaster Response Services contract with 

Crowder Gulf Joint Venture, Inc. for an additional year. The contract is set to expire on March 
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Motion by Commissioner Pridgen, second by Commissioner C. Jones, to approve the one 

year contract renewal with Crowder Gulf Joint Venture, Inc. for Disaster Response Services as 

requested. Ayes 4, Nays 0. Brannon Aye, Pridgen Aye, Comander Aye, C. Jones Aye. 

Mr. Kisela requested approval of the Engineering Consulting Services agreement with 

Preble-Rish, Inc. and CDG Engineering & Associate for a one year term. The existing 

agreements are set to expire on March 18,201 2. 

Motion by Commissioner Pridgen, second by Commissioner C. Jones, to approve the one 

year contract renewal with Preble-Rish, Inc. and CDG Engineering & Associates for Engineering 

Consulting Services as requested. Ayes 4, Nays 0. Brannon Aye, Pridgen Aye, Comander Aye, 

C. Jones Aye. 

Mr. Kisela requested approval to transfer funds from the operating account into the 

capital outlay account to purchase two pick-up trucks for Mosquito Control to replace BCC 3852 

and BCC 4874. 

Motion by Commissioner C. Jones, second by Commissioner Comander, to approve the 

transfer of funds to purchase two pick-up trucks for Mosquito Control as requested. Ayes 4, 

Nays 0. Brannon Aye, Pridgen Aye, Comander Aye, C. Jones Aye. 

Mr. Kisela requested to reappoint Ms. Barbara Chilcutt to the 2012 Value Adjustment 

Board. 

Motion by Commissioner Pridgen, second by Commissioner Comander, to reappoint Ms. 

Barbara Chilcutt to the 2012 Value Adjustment Board as requested. Ayes 4, Nays 0. Brannon 

Aye, Pridgen Aye, Comander Aye, C. Jones Aye. 
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Ms. Holly Holt, Walton County Health Department Administrator, discussed and 

requested support and attendance to the Walton County Health Improvement Partnership Summit 

on Wednesday, March 14,2012 and announced Public Health Week will be April 2-8,2012. 

Mr. Kisela presented a request to consider allowing the City of DeFuniak Springs to 

allow low speed vehicles andlor golf carts on county roads located in the city. Those roads 

include: Bay Street, 2"d Avenue, Bruce Avenue, 19 '~  Street, Bob Sikes Road, and Walton Road. 

There are some statutory issues associated with low speed vehicles and golf carts being allowed 

on roads with speed limits 35 MPH or higher. There is a concern with Walton Road and Bob 

Sikes Road due to the posted speed limits and traffic along those roadways. 

Brief discussion ensued regarding the regulations for driving low speed vehicles, safety 

concerns, and county liability. The Board concurred to have further understanding of the City of 

DeFuniak Springs' goal to allow these vehicleslcarts along the roadways at the March 13, 2012 

meeting. 

Mr. Alan Osborne discussed low speed vehicles and stated that insurance requirements 

should be enforced and equal to other vehicles. 

Mr. Kisela requested approval of the Phase I11 Harris Contract as presented. The funding 

and allocation was previously approved for the SLERS Project. 

Commissioner Comander questioned if the contract was for the Sheriffs Department 

radios. Mr. Kisela confirmed it was. 

Motion by Commissioner C. Jones, second by Commissioner Pridgen, to approve the 

Phase I11 Harris Contract as requested. Ayes 4, Nays 0. Brannon Aye, Pridgen Aye, Comander 

Aye, C. Jones Aye. 
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Ms. Kitty Whitney, Walton Area Chamber of Commerce, presented an update on the 

following: February annual breakfastllunch attendance, new member average of 15 per month, 

Marvel of Flight will be held Saturday, May 19th from 7 a.m. - 1 p.m., Defense Strategic 

Initiative trip to D.C. in March, and the ability to provide information to the public on Highway 

33 1. 

Attorney Toni Craig, County Attorney, requested approval to allow the discretion of the 

County Attorney's Office to reimburse legal expenses regarding attorney fees for the hearing in 

the Suzanne Harris vs. Walton County case as invoices are received. 

Motion by Commissioner C. Jones, second by Commissioner Comander, to approve the 

request to allow the County Attorney's Office to pay invoices as they are received for the 

attorney fees in the Suzanne Harris vs. Walton County case as requested. Ayes 4, Nays 0. 

Brannon Aye, Pridgen Aye, Comander Aye, C. Jones Aye. 

Attorney Craig requested to reschedule the executive session set for February 28, 2012 to 

March 13, 2012 at 3:00 p.m., at the South Walton Annex to discuss two cases: Suzanne Harris 

vs. Walton County, Case No. 2009-CA-800 and the 201 1 Chat Holley Sunshine Law case. Those 

in attendance will be as follows: the Board of County Commissioners; Mr. Greg Kisela, County 

Administrator; Ms. Toni Craig, County Attorney; Attorney Tim Warner or Bill Graham, Special 

Legal Counsel; and a certified court reporter. 

Chairman Brannon welcomed Attorney Craig and suggested allowing her to work with 

Mr. Kisela on any correspondence or legal counsel relating to the Chat Holley issues. 

Mr. Osborne urged the Board to allow Attorney Craig to continue collection on other 

unreimbursed expenses for the County. 
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Mr. John Ervin, Tourist Development Council Director of Marketing Services, requested 

to award the Miramar Dune reconstruction project RFP 012-010 to low bidder, Utility Solutions, 

for the amount of $36,100, to reconstruct 1100LF of the beach access dune and add irrigation 

and sea oats to help stabilization. 

Motion by Commissioner Comander, second by Commissioner C. Jones, to award the 

Miramar Dune restoration project RFP 012-010 to low bidder, Utility Solutions, for the amount 

of $36,100, as requested. Ayes 4, Nays 0. Brannon Aye, Pridgen Aye, Comander Aye, C. Jones 

Aye. 

Mr. Ervin requested approval of the South Walton Turtle Watch Group Contract 

Amendment No. 1 for an additional one year term to expire March 2013. 

Motion by Commissioner Pridgen, second by Commissioner Comander, to approve the 

South Walton Turtle Watch Group Contract Amendment No. 1 for an additional year term as 

requested. Ayes 4, Nays 0. Brannon Aye, Pridgen Aye, Comander Aye, C. Jones Aye. 

Mr. Ervin presented a TDC update on the following: the season kick-off meeting was 

held February 1 5th, the special meeting for Friday, February 24, 2012 was cancelled, accepting 

applications for a TDC Advisory Council member until March 3oth, the Beach Safety Text 

Program, installation of 91 1 access signs, a TDC regular meeting will be held on March 1 3 ~ ~  at 

9:00 a.m., and sales information. 

Ms. Vivian Shamel, Planning Department, presented a request from the Grayton Beach 

Homeowner's Association to allow a beautification project at the Regional Utilities lift station 

site. The project will allow donated art work to be placed on the front of the white picket fence 

surrounding the lift station. The project is located south of Hwy 30-A on the southwest side of 
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Defuniak Street in a Regional Utilities easement on county right-of-way. Staff approved the 

request with conditions set in the staff report. 

Motion by Commissioner C. Jones, second by Commissioner Comander, to approve the 

request as presented. Ayes 4, Nays 0. Brannon Aye, Pridgen Aye, Comander Aye, C. Jones Aye. 

Commissioner Comander discussed the ability to have Amtrak stop in Walton County 

and suggested joining a Joint Resolution (2012-13) with the Northwest Florida League of Cities 

and Suwannee River League of Cities requesting Amtrak to restore the Sunset Rail Passenger 

Service. Amtrak is a valuable asset and it would be beneficial to the City of DeFuniak Springs 

and increase tourism in Walton County. 

Motion by Commissioner Comander, second by Commissioner C. Jones, to adopt a Joint 

Resolution (2012-13) with Northwest Florida League of Cities and Suwannee River League of 

Cities requesting Amtrak to restore the Sunset Rail Passenger Service. Ayes 4, Nays 0. Brannon 

Aye, Pridgen Aye, Comander Aye, C. Jones Aye. 

Commissioner Pridgen had no items to present. 

Chairman Brannon announced that the County Administration item will be brought back 

for discussion at the March 1 3th meeting. 

Chairman Brannon asked for public comment. 

Ms. Bonnie McQuiston and Mr. Don Riley, Walton County Tax Payers Association, 

discussed the advertisement of the '/z cent sales tax ballot language for the Hwy 331 four-laning 

and bridge project referendum to be held on April 24, 2012. Ms. McQuiston requested to 

postpone the advertisement of the ballot language for two weeks to permit time to allow the 

Board, citizens, and staff to meet with DOT Secretary Ananth Prasad and Legislative Delegation 

to consider reallocating the $102 million to four-lane Hwy 33 1 instead of building a new bridge. 
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Motion by Commissioner Pridgen, second by Commissioner Comander, to approve a two 

week postponement in advertisement for the YZ cent sales tax ballot for the Hwy 33 1 four-laning 

and bridge project referendum to be held on April 24,2012 as requested. 

Brief discussion ensued regarding the ability for the Supervisor of Elections Office to 

have sufficient advertisement time for the referendum with a two week postponement, and the 

referendum process. 

Mr. Osborne urged the four-laning of Hwy 33 1 to be a "backup" plan. 

Ayes 4, Nays 0. Brannon Aye, Pridgen Aye, Comander Aye, C. Jones Aye. 

Mr. JB Hillard commended the Board and the Walton County Tax Payers Association for 

their effort and support on the Hwy 331 issues and the continued effort to make the county a 

better place. 

Ms. Anita Page, South Walton Community Council, discussed the process for the TDC 

proposal to relocate their office in the Port Washington State Forest and expressed concern with 

the lack of public meetings to allow public participation. 

Discussion ensued regarding the TDC office relocation and the process, but no decisions 

have been made. 

Mr. Osborne urged the Board to conduct more public hearings to ensure public input and 

understanding. 

Ms. Susan Paladini spoke regarding the current TDC office and urged the Board to 

reconsider the relocation. 

Mr. Don Riley presented information to the Board and discussed review of the County 

Administration office. 

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 10: 16 a.m. 
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ATTEST 

APPROVED 4%. 
-. hairman 
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