
OCTOBER 23,2012 - REGULAR MEETING 


The Board of County Commissioners, Walton County, Florida, held a Regular Meeting 

on October 23, 2012 at 8:00 a.m. at the Walton County Courthouse in DeFuniak Springs, 

Florida. 

The following Board members were present: Commissioner Kenneth Pridgen, Vice 

Chairman; Commissioner Larry Jones; Commissioner Cecilia Jones; and Commissioner Sara 

Comander. Mr. Gerry Demers, Interim County Administrator; and Attorney Toni Craig, County 

Attorney; were also present. 

Commissioner Pridgen called the meeting to order. 

The Regular Meeting was recessed at 8:03 a.m. to call to order the Executive Session to 

discuss Harris v. Walton County (Case Nos.: 09-CA-800; ll-CA-1027). The Executive Session 

was closed to the public pursuant to Florida Statute 286.011 (8). 

Those attending the session were Commissioner Scott Brannon, Chairman; 

Commissioner Kenneth Pridgen, Vice Chairman; Commissioner Larry Jones; Commissioner 

Cecilia Jones; and Commissioner Sara Comander. Mr. Gerry Demers, Interim County 

Administrator; Attorney Toni Craig, County Attorney; Attorney Tim Warner and Attorney Bill 

Warner, Special Counsel; and Ms. Sharon Payne, certified court reporter. 

The Executive Session adjourned at 9: 12 a.m., and the Regular Meeting was reconvened. 

Chairman Brannon stated that the Board would take the settlement agreement under advisement. 

Attorney Craig stated that an additional Executive Session would be scheduled at a later date. 

Ms. Martha Ingle, Clerk of Court, was present during the Regular Meeting. 

Commissioner C. Jones led the invocation and the pledge to the American flag. Chairman 

Brannon called the meeting to order. 
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Motion by Commissioner Pridgen, second by Commissioner C. Jones, to approve the 

agenda addition as follows. Ayes 5, Nays O. Brannon Aye, Pridgen Aye, L. Jones Aye, C. Jones 

Aye, Comander Aye. 

1. 	 Addition: Public Works-grant application for multi-use paths 

Motion by Commissioner Pridgen, second by Commissioner C. Jones, to approve the 

Consent Agenda as follows. 

Commissioner Comander asked Chief Brian Coley if the bi-annual reports were being 

submitted as stated in the Fire Protection Services contracts. Chief Coley stated that the reports 

had been submitted. Commissioner Comander asked that future reports include the number of 

fires attended as well as the number of runs. 

Ayes 5, Nays O. Brannon Aye, Pridgen Aye, L. Jones Aye, C. Jones Aye, Comander Aye. 

1. 	 Approve the Expenditure Approval List (EAL) 

General Fund $ 514,592.17 

County Transportation $ 765,434.63 

SHIP $ 10,000.00 

Section 8 Housing $ 45.02 

Tourist Dev. Council $ 264,893.57 

N.W. Mosquito Control $ 1,485.90 

Recreation Plat Fee $ 75,411.92 

Solid Waste Enterprise $ 14,425.47 

Bldg DeptlEnterp. Fund $ 9,047.36 

Irunate Canteen Fund $ 21,604.80 

Capital Projects Fund $ 261,738.74 


Totals 	 $ 1,938,679.58 

2. 	 Approve the minutes from the October 9,2012 Regular Meeting 
3. 	 Approve Discretionary Funding Agreements as approved in the FY 2012-2013 Budget 

for Child Care Services, Tri-County Community Council, Judge Ben Gordon Jr. Family 
Visitation Center, Families Count, Citizens Advisory Council on Aging, Chamber of 
Commerce, Baker Act Fees, Chautauqua Office of Psychotherapy and Evaluation 
(COPE), and ARC, Inc. 

4. 	 Approve Interlocal Agreement with the City of Freeport for Fire Protection Services as 
approved in the FY 2012-2013 Budget 

October 23, 2012-Regular Meeting 2 
Prepared by: Kimberly Wilkins 

http:1,938,679.58
http:261,738.74
http:21,604.80
http:9,047.36
http:14,425.47
http:75,411.92
http:1,485.90
http:264,893.57
http:10,000.00
http:765,434.63
http:514,592.17


5. 	 Approve Agreement with Argyle Fire District for Fire Protection Services as approved in 
the FY 2012-2013 Budget 

6. 	 Approve Interlocal Agreement with the City of DeFuniak Springs for Fire Protection 
Services as approved in the FY 2012-2013 Budget 

7. 	 Approve Project Agreement with Dixie RV Economic Development Community 
Development Block Grant (CDBG) 

8. 	 Approve 2012 State E-911 Grant for South Walton Fire District as submitted by the 
Sheriffs Office 

9. 	 Schedule a Special Meeting to be held November 20, 2012 at 10 a.m. at the Walton 
County Courthouse in DeFuniak Springs to elect a new Chair and Vice-Chair, and 
distribute Commissioner Board and Committee Appointments 

10. Approve request to surplus and replace BCC 6692 backhoe instead of BCC 5584 backhoe 
that had been previously approved at the Budget Hearing for FY 2012-2013 

11. Approve a Resolution (2012-65) to amend the FY 2012-2013 Budget to roll forward 
revenues and expenditures for encumbrances, projects and grants from FY 2012 into FY 
2013 

12. Approve a Resolution (2012-66) and Joint Project Agreement (JPA) between the Florida 
Department of Transportation (FOOT) and Walton County for Traffic Signal System 
Operations, Engineering, Planning and Support 

13. Approve surplus equipment request from the Supervisor of Elections Office 
14. Approve a letter of support for a Race to the Top Grant that the Walton County School 

District is participating in with the Panhandle Area Education Consortium 
15. Approve Work Squad Contract WS 797 
16. Approve Resolution (2012-67) and Local Agency Program Agreement (LAP) for C.R. 2 

from C.R. 1087 to Thad Bell Road 
17. Accept Walton County Housing Agency Section 8 Rental Assistance Internal Audit 

Report from the Clerk's Office 

Mr. Ken Little, Military Sustainability Partnership Coordinator, Okaloosa County Growth 

Management Department, requested acceptance of the final report by Matrix Design Group, Inc. 

Ms. Celeste Werner, AICP, Matrix Design Group, Inc., discussed the Small Area Studies 

Project Overview, and the importance of Eglin Air Force Base to the region. She recommended 

amending the Land Development Code (LDC) to include a Military Influence Overlay District 

which would be applied to new construction. She thanked Commissioner Comander and Mr. 

October 23, 2012-Regular Meeting 3 
Prepared by: Kimberly Wilkins 



Mac Carpenter, Walton County Planning and Development, for their representation and 

assistance. 

Motion by Commissioner Comander, second by Commissioner C. Jones, to accept the 

final report by Matrix Design Group, Inc. as presented, and submit the report to the Planning 

Department for review. Ayes 5, Nays O. Brannon Aye, Pridgen Aye, L. Jones Aye, C. Jones 

Aye, Comander Aye. 

Mr. Gerry Demers, Interim County Administrator, requested to add Doodle's Forest Road 

to the County Maintained Road List. Commissioner L. Jones asked if the road had been brought 

up to county standards. Mr. Buddy Wright, Public Works, stated that there were a few minor 

deficiencies that the Home Owners Association has agreed to correct within 60 days. 

Commissioner L. Jones and Commissioner Comander both discussed the requirements of the 

LDC which requires that the roads meet county standards prior to approval for county 

maintenance. The Board concurred to take no action until all conditions are met. 

Mr. Cliff Knauer, Preble-Rish, discussed the multi-use path projects and requested 

approval to submit a grant application. He also requested approval to advertise a meeting to 

collect public input before submitting the application. He reported that there would be an in-kind 

match of$110,000, with no monetary match required. 

Motion by Commissioner L. Jones, second by Commissioner Comander, to approve the 

submission of a grant application for the multi-use path, and to schedule a public meeting to 

gamer public input. Ayes 5, Nays O. Brannon Aye, Pridgen Aye, L. Jones Aye, C. Jones Aye, 

Comander Aye. 
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Ms. Hilda Coursey, Friendship House, spoke of the need of support for Alzheimer's 

families, and requested a Resolution (2012-68) be adopted declaring November, 2012 as 

Alzheimer's Awareness Month in Walton County. 

Motion by Commissioner Comander, second by Commissioner C. Jones, to adopt 

Resolution 2012-68 declaring November, 2012 as Alzheimer's Awareness Month in Walton 

County. Ayes 5, Nays O. Brannon Aye, Pridgen Aye, L. Jones Aye, C. Jones Aye, Comander 

Aye. 

Attorney Clay Adkinson, Adkinson Law Firm, requested that an Executive Session be 

scheduled to discuss the Deepwater Horizon litigation (2: 1 0-cv-09999-CJB-SS). Board 

concurred to hold an Executive Session on October 25, 2012 at 9:00 a.m. at the DeFuniak 

Springs Courthouse. 

Mr. Demers requested consideration of a draft Ordinance amending Section 12-02.00 

Civil Citations in the Land Development Code, and a draft Resolution designating violation and 

fines for uncontested civil citations, designated violation and fines in the Land Development 

Code, and permission to present these documents to the Planning Commission. 

Motion by Commissioner Com ander, second by Commissioner C. Jones, to approve 

request to consider the draft Ordinance and draft Resolution, and grant permission to present to 

the Planning Commission. Ayes 5, Nays O. Brannon Aye, Pridgen Aye, L. Jones Aye, C. Jones 

Aye, Comander Aye. 

Mr. Demers gave an update on the Local RESTORE Committee. 

Ms. Anita Page questioned if the RESTORE Committee will be tasked to look at projects 

for all of the monetary pots or just the consortia pot. Commissioner Comander replied that the 
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focus, in the beginning, will be on the first pot of money. Discussion continued on the criteria for 

the disbursements of funds. 

Mr. Demers presented for consideration, the job description and funding solutions for the 

Administrative Coordinator RESTORE staff position. He stated that an advertised budget 

hearing would be required to bring monies out of reserves. 

Motion by Commissioner Comander, second by Commissioner C. Jones, to approve the 

job description, and move forward with the public hearing to move the funds. 

Mr. Bill Imfeld, District 3 Commissioner Elect, asked if the position would focus on 

assisting in the areas of economic development. Mr. Demers stated that the funding from the 

RESTORE Act would be an economic boost for the county and that the staff person could be 

utilized for both RESTORE Act and economic development issues. 

Ayes 5, Nays O. Brannon Aye, Pridgen Aye, L. Jones Aye, C. Jones Aye, Comander Aye. 

Commissioner Comander gave an update on the recent Consortium meeting. 

Ms. Dawn Moliterno, TDC Executive Director, stated that the following TDC Advisory 

Council seat terms will expire in November, 2012: Seat 4 Owner/Operator, Seat 7 Tourism 

related, Seat 3 Elected Official, and Seat 9 Owner/Operator. She stated that Seat 1 would be 

appointed by the new County Commission. She requested approval to advertise seats to be 

vacated. All qualifying applications will be brought back to the Board on November 27, 2012, at 

the close of the application process for selection and appointment. 

Motion by Commissioner Pridgen, second by Commissioner C. Jones, to approve to 

advertise the TDC Advisory Council Seats with terms expiring in November, 2012. Ayes 5, 

Nays O. Brannon Aye, Pridgen Aye, L. Jones Aye, C. Jones Aye, Comander Aye. 

Ms. Moliterno gave an update on TDC projects and activities. 
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Attorney Toni Craig, County Attorney, discussed the County's management and 

collection of Letters of Credit. She reported that there is currently over $400,000 sitting in trust. 

Attorney Craig stated that an Executive Session would be scheduled to continue 

discussing the Harris v. Walton County cases (Case Nos.: 09-CA-800; ll-CA-I027). 

Mr. Wayne Dyess, Planning and Development Services Director, requested that White's 

Gulfview Estates Petition for Abandonment, and Hester Petition for Abandonment be continued 

to the November 13, 2012 Regular Meeting to allow the County Attorney's office more time to 

research the issue. 

Motion by Commissioner L. Jones, second by Commissioner Comander, to continue the 

White's Gulfview Estates Petition for Abandonment, and the Hester Petition for Abandonment to 

November 13,2012. Ayes 5, Nays O. Brannon Aye, Pridgen Aye, L. Jones Aye, C. Jones Aye, 

Comander Aye. 

Commissioner Comander discussed the broadcasting of the commission meetings, and 

the difficulties with the audio equipment at the South Walton Courthouse Annex. She suggested 

reviewing possible upgrades to the equipment, and suggested implementing a video process that 

could be broadcast to the website. She announced that Mr. Rick Wilson was hired as the new 

Technical Support Coordinator. 

Commissioner Comander questioned why the descriptions of the internal postings of the 

two Code Enforcement Officers were different. Mr. Brady Bearden, Support Services Director, 

addressed the question and stated that the service areas of the officers would be different. 

Commissioner Comander discussed a presentation given at the Consortium meeting, and 

would like this presentation to be presented to the public. 
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Commissioners C. Jones, Pridgen, L. Jones and Chairman Brannon had no items to 

present. 

There being no further items to discuss, the meeting adjourned at 10: 18 a.m. 

Martha Ingle, Clerk ofC urt 
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